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After identifying the cows there are 2 treatment option that have proved to be effective. The 1st is an 
injectible antibiotic called Mamyzin which is specifically licenced for use on this pathogen. The 2nd slightly 
cheaper option is to inject a bottle of Duphapen Strep and give Leo Yellow tubes. The theory behind both 
regimes and the key to curing Strep uberis is to maintain high levels of antibiotic in the udder for a longer 
period of time. 

Strep uberis is an increasingly common cause of mastitis. It is the 
second most common cause of clinical mastitis behind E.Coli and the 
most common cause of subclinical high SCCs. Strep uberis is recognised as being particularly difficult to treat 
and frequently causes persistent infections. In fact studies have shown that after conventional treatment 51% 
of cases remain persistently infected. 

It is a largely enviromental bacteria which multiplies on 
bedding, particularly straw. As a result its transmission is 
focused on housing and husbandry rather than the parlour and 
milking routine. Strep uberis is the commonest cause of 
infection in the dry period with increased susceptibility in the 
initial 2 weeks of drying off.

The average cost per cases of mastitis in 2002 was £177.19. The 
quicker these cases can be identified and effectively treated the 
more we can bring these costs down.

The first step is to identify the cows using your milk recordings. 
Be on the look out for any cow maintaining a high SCC despite 
treatment or a cow whose SCC dips post treatment but 
subsequently rises back up. These cows will inevitably require 
aggressive treatment but it is useful to send a few milk samples 
in to confirm Strep uberis.

Don’t forget that the bacteria is very difficult to treat and it would always be 
sensible to send a milk sample in a couple of weeks post treatment to check 
that it has gone for good. Sampling too soon after treating can give a negative 
culture because the bacteria are still hiding in the cells so leave it a couple of 
weeks for any remaining bacteria to grow to detectable levels.

Prompt targeted treatment following the identification of the pathogens 
involved is the key to all cases of mastitis and should reduce the cost of 
cases and get your HSCC tumbling down. 

���������	���
���
� ��������	
��
�
������
���
��������������
�������������
��������������
��
��	��	����
�������� ����� �	����
� ���
���� �
���
����������

� �	����!
��� �
������������
����������	
�������
	��
	������	������
���	���	���� ������

�����	������



������������	�
������
�
�
��������
���
�
�������������
�
�
������������
���������������

�
�������������������
���������������������

������������
������������������������������	�������� �����������
���	������������������������
�������
�������������������������	����������
�	������� �������� 	����
��������	������������������	�
�
�������������������������
�������������������!����� �����������������������������
	�������
�
��
	�����"�����������������������
������	�����	���������� ��������
���#�����������	�����
����������
���
�	�������������������������

����������	��
����
��������	��
����������������

����� 
��� ���� ���� ���� �
�� ������ ��� �� �������
���������������
�
����

���������������
������
��������������	�����
������������

$� ������� ��
���� ��� ���� %&$�� &��������� ������������ � �
������� ��
��� ��� ���������� ���������� �������� ������� #�
������ ������ �������� ������� ����� ����� ��
��� ��� ����
��������� ��� �������� ����#��������� ��	��� � ������ ����
���������� ���� 	����� ��� ��
� ��� ���� ��������� �������� � �� ��
������ ��� ��� ����� ����� �������� ��� ��������������
'
����������� ����������������������� ���� ����� �
����
�������
� ��� ������� � (���� ��	�� ����� ���
���� ��������� �
���
���������������
�����
�����&)$����������������

Garston Veterinary group have recently received recognition by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) at Tier II level across all 
areas of the business.

The RCVS have confirmed the exceptional standards of the group and 
Garston have been awarded the higher tier II level for all 3 areas under its 
care, small animal, farm animal and equine.  This means that in addition 
to complying with core standards such as health and safety, hygiene and 
the provision of 24 hour care they have access to in-house laboratory 
facilities and many other diagnostic aids and have shown a commitment 
to the education and training of staff.
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